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OP1 NI ON

Goddard, P.J.

Plaintiff Herbert Carson Branum appeal s di sm ssal of
his suit' against the City of Maynardville and its Conmni ssioners,

seeking reinstatenent to his position as Water Conmm ssi oner and

The case was dism ssed at the conclusion of M. Branum s proof.



damages for his wongful discharge, both conpensatory and
exenplary. He also seeks an order enjoining the Defendants "from

any further ultra vires acts against the Plaintiff" based upon

his contention that they had violated certain of our State

St at ut es.

The conplaint in nmajor part seeks relief under the
Tennessee Governmental Tort Liability Act for which the Crcuit
Court of this State has exclusive jurisdiction. T.C A 29-20-
307.% In light of this and the fact the suit was brought in the
Chancery Court, it is necessary that we affirmdi sm ssal of the
case, not on the nerits but because the Chancery Court | acks

jurisdiction to hear it.

I n concl usion, we recogni ze that sone of the relief
sought, such as an injunction against the Gty Conm ssioners,
m ght properly be maintained in Chancery Court. However, we
believe in the interest of justice to both parties, it is
appropriate that all issues be tried together rather than
bi furcated, which pronpted the determ nation which we have

r eached.

2 T.C. A, 29-20-307 as pertinent to this appeal provides the
foll owi ng:

29-20-307. Excl usive jurisdiction -- No jury. -- The
circuit courts shall have exclusive original jurisdiction over any
action brought under this chapter and shall hear and decide such
suits wi thout the intervention of a jury,



For the foregoing reasons the judgnment of the Trial
Court, but not its reasoning, is affirnmed and the cause renanded
for collection of costs below, which are, as are costs of appeal,
adj udged one-hal f against M. Branum and one-hal f agai nst the

Def endant s.

Houston M Goddard, P.J.



CONCUR:

Her schel P. Franks, J.

Don T. McMurray, J.



